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» ois Revised Statutes if he is
xke/ application for judgment for
dxes in October of 1972. The
problem arises hacause the county clerk was
unable t6 extend the taxes until the multiplier
was received which delayed the extension of the

taxes so that bills for the first installment of

taxes on real estate may not all be issued until
August 1. In such case, the delinguency date for

the first inatallment (as well as the second install-
ment) will be September 1, 1972. The mechanical task
of posting payments and making up the delingquency lists
in order to supply such lists to the appropriate hews-
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papers in the county may be delayed &0 that
the publication may not be completed until
later than Cctober 21. 2as the collecter cannot
apply for judgment until ten days after publi-
cation, thisunay delay the application for
judgment to a date later than Octéber 31, 1972,

Section 710 of Chapter 120 astates: 'If for any

" cause the collector is prevented from advertisiug
and obtaining judgment during the month of October,
it shall be held to be legal to obtain judgment at
any time thereaftery but if the failure arises by
the county colleoctor's not complying with any of
the :equiremanta of this aAct, he shall be held on
his official bond for the full amount of all taxes
and special assesaments charged against him; . . .'.

We would appreciate your opi.nion on the sbove matter
based on the £acts st forth above." .

Section 229 of ‘the Revenue Act of 1939, ' (Ill. Rev.

Stats., 1971, ch. 120, par. 716) provides, in part, as followss

“s«4#1f for any cause the collectoer is prevented

from advertising and obtaining judgment during the
month of October it shall be held to be legal to
obtain judgment at any time thereafters; but if the
failure arises by the county collector's not comply-
ing with any of the requirements of this Act, he shall
be held on his official bond for the full amount of
all taxes and special assessments charged against

hing e

In segklhg to give effect to the intention of the

General Assembly courts are not controlled by the literal meaning
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of the 1anguage used 1n the statnte. but they muat censi.det

the spirit: o£ t.he emcunem: and. if possible. construe the

statute in aaeozdame therewith. (_-_1._5;_ vs M, 378 Ill. 128:

Hoyne v. m__:; 264 m- 467: m..sz___.;_qem.m_wm
Smucmski. 345 :n. App. 63) . - 'I'he mle of constmtion

 according to the spi.z'it o! the :Law 13 aupeciauy appltcable |

where adherlng to the letter mm resnlt i.n abaurdity or

defeat the purpoae of the st.atute. (m g re; Barggtt v.
Thillens, 400 111. 224). In adhering to th:l.s mm wotds may

be modlfied or reject.ed and others. aubstituted. W_&

_Ames.u'- Funkhouger, 385 Ill. 396.

In construing a statute to give effect to the legis~.
lative intent and purpose the court should. 1£ poesib).e. give
it a sanaibl.e constmction. g;b_g___ V. M 2 111. 24 392,

In applying the foregoi.ng legal pri.uaiples to the
facts whtch you have pmaented s.n your la!:ter. S.t seems clear
that under: ‘the pwvisi.ma of Section 229 of ‘t'.he Reveme Act of
1939. the county col].ector should not be held liable on his
bond 1£ his failure to conpl.y with the raqui.mments of the

Revenue Act arlses fm events beyond his control. It was not
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the county collector's fault t_hat the county eiagrkjwas unable
to extend taxes because there v‘é_as_ a delay in receiving the
maltiplier. | The statﬁte ‘ms£ ‘be interpreted in a sensible way.
The collector should not be held liable on his offiei.ai bond
unless his fauum to camply wieh the aAct arisea bacause of

- his own fauit. I am, thetemm. of the api.ni.on that your -
txeasurer ana ex-officio county collector ahould not be held
liable undez t.he pruv&slms of section 229 of the Ravemue Act

of 1939 under the facts vmieh you have pteaented in your letter.

Very truly yours,

ATTORNEY GENERAL




